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the Austrian Government's communication regarding the documents
on which an Austrian appeal to the League would be based.

The integrity and independence of Austria [declared the British aide
mlmoire]1 are an object of British policy, and while His Majesty's
Government have no intention whatever of interfering in the internal
affairs of another country, they fully recognize the right of Austria to
demand that there should be no interference with her internal affairs
from any other quarter.

The British Government were reported to have taken the view that
this recent statement of their intention to uphold the independence
of Austria made it unnecessary for them to take any further steps in-
the matter; but their objections were waived in consideration of the
importance attached by the Italian Government to combined action
by the three Powers. Agreement was finally reached on the terms of
a joint declaration which was made public on the 17th February,
and which ran as 'follows:

The Austrian Government has inquired of the Governments of France,
Great Britain and Italy as to their attitude with regard to the dossier
which it has prepared with a view to establishing German interference
in the internal affairs of Austria and communicated to them. The
conversations which have taken place between the three Governments
on this subject have shown that they take a common view of the neces-
sity of maintaining Austria's independence and integrity in accordance
with the relevant treaties.

By issuing this joint declaration the Powers assumed no fresh
commitments in regard to Austria and gave no guarantee of other
than diplomatic support. The declaration was drafted in such a way
as not to prejudice an Austrian appeal to the League of Nations, and
France and Czechoslovakia were believed to be still in favour of that
course. Italian press comments on the joint declaration pointed out
that this was the first occasion since the War on which France, Great
Britain and Italy had publicly proclaimed their community of views
on an important issue. Italian hopes that the establishment of a
common front between the three Powers on the Austrian question
would have a permanently restraining influence on German policy
which would render recourse to Geneva unnecessary were hardly
justified by subsequent developments; but the events which had
been taking place in Austria while the declaration was in preparation
were followed by a temporary relaxation of Nazi activities, and the
question of an Austrian appeal to the League lapsed for the time
being.

1 Tlie text of the British reply was read to the House of Commons at
Westminster by Sir John Simon on the 13th February, 1934.